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Le. Alexander Tahhan, Patriarch of Antioch, has received another letter from 
Aleksei, Patriarch of Moueow, reminding hin of the need to delerate a 
Russian priest as represrntative to the Patriarchate of Antioch who would 
distribute Russian aid 4) the Orthodox churches, schools, and needy people. 


2.0 According to source, Tathan has refused such a delegate for.three reasons: 


a. The opposition in jreek Crthodox clerical and lay circles to rapproche- 
nent with the Soviet Union is stronger than the close personal relations 
which exist betwoun Tahhan and some of his archbishops with the Soviets, 


b. There is no precedent for a Russian representative y even in Tsarist 
tines when the ciurch did receive aid fron the Russians, 


¢. Each archbishop is independent in managing his archdiocese. The only 
other controls over the archbishops are the Community Councils, which 
work in apreennt with the forner. 
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25X1A2g Pe... a... was reported that the Patriarch of 
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Fecéived a letter from Aleksei, Patriarch of iioscov, which 
25X1X6 proposed, smong «ther actions, the delegation by the Russian Vatriarch of 
a pricst to act is secretary to the Patriarch of untioch. EEL ee 
stated that the question of a Russian priest to be delegated to: 
; Patriarchate of antioch was a matter yet to be solved by the Church. 
25X1A2g also stated that the Greeks, in order to counteract Soviet 
-luence, nad tried to persuade Tahhan to accept a liaison nan from the 
Greek Church znd had suggested the archpriest Constantinos loraitakis 
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